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KISS - Keep It Simple Stupid 



¤  What’s Your Business Management Plan? 
◉ Feed Resources  
◉  Determines Profit or Loss 

◉ Predators 
◉  Theft 

◉ Parasites 
◉  Internal Issues 

Key Step 



Don’t	  Try	  and	  Fit	  a	  Square	  Peg	  
Through	  a	  Round	  Hole	  
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Early Gestation Late Gestation 

Lactation 

Daily DMI Requirements – 110 pound Breeding Ewes 

3%	  BW	  Intake	  
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#TDN/day 

     30       60       90      120      150      180      210      270      300      330      365 

Maintenance 
Breeding 

Early Gestation 

Late Gestation 

Lactation 

Daily TDN Requirements – 110 pound Breeding Ewes 

3%	  BW	  Intake	  @	  50%	  TDN	  



Forage Quality 
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#CP/day 
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Early Gestation 
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Lactation 

Daily CP Requirements – 110 pound Breeding Ewes 

3%	  BW	  Intake	  @	  10%	  CP	  





Body Condition Scoring 



Body Condition Scoring 



Size Matters 



Not All Hair Sheep are Created Equal 



Buy Rams with EBVs 

Reproductive	  
Rate	  

Parasite	  
Resistance	  

Growth	  
Potential	  

Milk	  
Production	  



¤  50 Acre Ranch - Example 
◉  If, 25 Acres to the Animal Unit 
◉  1 cow per Animal Unit = 2 
◉  8 sheep per Animal Unit = 16 

How Much Stock Can My Pasture Support? 

Livestock	  for	  Small	  Acreage	  Landowners.	  Machen	  and	  Lyons	  



¤  Predictor of Diet Quality 
1.  Small, Hard Dry Pellets  
2.  Large, Soft, Moist Pellets 
3.  Cluster of Pellets 
4.  Clumpy Feces 
5.  Loose Liquid Feces 

Manure Management 



¤  Native Range or Improved Perennials  
◉ Take Half; Leave Half 
◉ WebSoil Survey - NRCS 

¤  Annual Forage Crops 
◉ Winter Cereals 
◉  Wait until 6” or taller 
◉  Rest & Rotate or Limit Graze 
◉  Mg Mineral Supplement 

◉ Hay Grazer 
◉  Wait until 6” or taller 
◉  Don’t Turn Out Hungry 
◉  Supplement Grain or Hay 
◉  Watch for Prussic Acid Poisoning, after plant stress 

Pasture Management 



¤  Pros 
◉ Low Breeding Management 
◉ Continues Cash Flow 
◉ Reduces Risk 

¤  Cons 
◉ Predator Control 
◉ Parasite Control 
◉ Nutritional Management 
◉ Hard to Detect Issues 

Year Round Lambing 



Seasonality of the Market 



Feed Resources: Quantity vs Quality 
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Texas Stats – 2015 USDA APHIS 

10%	  of	  Lamb	  Crop	  
3%	  of	  Adult	  Ewe	  Flock	  
$10	  Million	  Loss	  



Predator	  
Control	  

Fencing	  

Guardian	  
Animals	  

Lethal	  
Removal	  



Parasite	  
Control	  

Flock	  
Nutrition	  

Season	  of	  
Lambing	  

Pasture	  
Rotation	  

Multi-‐Species	  
Grazing	  

Alternative	  
Products	  

Genetic	  
Selection	  

Strategic	  
Drenching	  



What’s Your Business Management Plan? 
◉ Feed Resources  
◉ Predators 
◉ Parasites 

 

Summary 
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Questions 


